
Map study to locate potential unrecorded Rights of Way 
 
At the moment, our most urgent need is to go through current OS 1:25,000 maps of Hertfordshire 
looking for anomalies. These are of various kinds: 
 
A. Routes marked as “Other routes with public access” on the OS map are open to the public but 
without the legal protection that Rights of Way have. 
We need people to take a section of modern OS map, and: 
(1) check whether each ORPA is on the List of Streets.  Go to 
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/actweb/gazetteer/ and type in a nearby street name to see a map 
including the route. The entry will give the status. Each one that isn't entirely on the LOS is a 
potential application. 
(2) decide for those that are unrecorded whether they are proper roads (no doubt about using 
them) or need recording for the avoidance of doubt. 
(3) add any that are unsurfaced or don't look inviting to our list of applications, just in case (can 
often be checked using Google Earth). 
 
B. Incomplete routes on the Definitive Map 
Some routes are not properly “finished off”. Eg this route, footpath 39 in Potters Bar, does not quite 
reach the road at its SE end: 

 
The gap is NOT on the list of streets. You can see this gap on the OS map. Other gaps like this don’t 
show on the OS map as gaps, but can be spotted on the on-line Definitive Map for Hertfordshire 
(which is drawn from the legal record of them). You can systematically compare the OS map with the 
Herts Definitive map at http://webmaps.hertsdirect.org/row/row.htm to spot these oddities. 
 



C. Comparing with Historic Maps 
Other oddities are routes that just stop in the middle of a field – often at a county or parish 
boundary because they were recorded differently in the different parishes. 
Here are ones coming up to Great Gaddesden parish on the Bedfordshire border: 

 
Looking at a historic map of the same place can show what happened here. 
This historic map shows the same area as the one above: 

 
One of the dead-end footpaths follows through on the map – see the dotted line marked “F.P.” So 
this footpath from the 19C hasn’t made it onto the current definitive map, and is a potential claim. 
 
The most useful historic map is the OS 25" dating back to the 1850s. The second edition has been 
digitised by the National Library of Scotland, and is available at: http://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch-
england-and-wales/index.html 
If you follow that link, you will be given a choice of views. The "seamless zoomable overlay layer" 
allows you to view the old map on top of another map if you wish. Unfortunately it does NOT offer 
the current OS 1:25,000 as a possible overlay, so you cannot directly view the old map on top of the 
current OS map of interest (presumably for copyright reasons). 
 
 
 


